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Preparation

Before going abroad there are some steps to be done. Apart from the document we sent to
Ludwig Maximilian Universitat via Thammasat office of International Affairs, we would
receive email from the host university few months before the semester starts. The email
provided a lot of useful information including preparation before going to Munich, things to do

after arrival and brief information about the city and the university.

Visa application

As a Non- European student, we need Visa in order to go and study in Germany. For
Erasmus students or other students who are funded monthly by some organisation in
Germany or Europe such as DAAD, the process is easier than those who are not and it
takes around 1-3 days to get the Visa. Furthermore, they will have the application fee

exemption. But for normal exchange student like me, the process will be harder.



The process of Visa application is one of the most stressful step | had to do before going to
Germany and it terribly affected my plan. | want to make sure other exchange student will
not get the same problem, so | would like to emphasize some important topics and go into

details step-by-step.

-In order to apply for a visa you need an appointment
Even if you have not received all document yet, you should book on the the German
Foreign Office website first since the schedule is always full. You may get the queue on the next

2-3 weeks. And it takes around 2-4 weeks after your application to receive your visa.

-Praparing document

There are 3 ways that you can get information ‘what you need for visa application’.

You can either send an email, call to the office or you can directly go to The Embassy of
Germany in Bangkok. Unfortunately, either ways give me different answers. So | strongly advise
to go to the Embassy since they give accurate information and useful advices. You can go to the
Embassy without making an appointment if you only need to ask for information.

In my case, | had to prepare lots of document to apply for a national Visa. | can print
out some document | received from the host university such as the letter of admission and
some proof from Thammasat university that | was nominated to be an exchange student at
Ludwig-Maximilian Universitat. All document must be in German or English. If you only have
document in Thai, you have to have it translated in German only which costs minimum 2,000
Baht per page. So if you want to save money, you can check with your Thammasat office of
International Affairs coordinator or your faculty if they can find some document that you can

use.



-Opening Blocked account

You must have German bank account before you get there. And it's hard to open it when
you’re in Thailand. The Embassy advised me to open a Blocked Account with Expatrio. It took
only 3-5 days with this service. All you need to do is open the account online and once you
receive the confirmation email, you have to transfer money that covers the period you stay in
Germany(720 Euro x months) and service fee to Expatrio. After arriving in Germany, you may
open bank account with any bank and send it to Expatrio. You will receive 720 Euro monthly until

the end of your stay.

Insurance

You need both travel insurance and health insurance.

For travel insurance, you must have it before you go to Germany. | bought MSIG
insurance. It costs 2,660 Baht for six months.

For health insurance, you may buy it once you are in Germany. | took Techniker
Krankenkasse(TK). The company will come on enrollment date at LMU, so you can make a

contract that day. It costs 97 Euro per month.

Housing
If you register for housing with Studentenwerk Minchen, you may get an email 2-3
months before the semester starts. It contains some important information such as basic

information about your accommodation ,contract and how to take a key.

German Language Course
Even though many people in Munich can speak English, German is used in daily life
everywhere. So you’d better know some basic German.

The University offers German Language courses with ECTS credit.



You can take course on September before Winter Semester starts or take evening course during
the semester. There are 2 institutes that collaborate with universities in Munich:
IUCM(International University Club Munich) and DKFA(Deutschkurse bei der Universitat
Mdinchen)

IUCM suits for absolute beginners. They will learn some basic Information about
Germany and what you need to know about German culture as well.
DKFA, on the other hand, is more intensive. | took intensive course level 5 (C1.1) with DKFA. |
had to take tests 2 times a week and focus on intensive grammar and academic vocabulary.
Most of students in the class is a foreigners who want to study master degree in courses taught
in German. So they need to pass DSH exam in level 3. In conclusion, DKFA suits for people who

wants to learn absolutely intensive German.

After Arrival

After arrival, the first thing to do is to take the keys of your apartment at Studentenwerk
office. The address was in the email | received earlier. To go to the city center, | purchased
Airport-City-Day-Ticket(13 Euro). With this ticket | can travel to the city center with S-Bahn and
change into U-Bahn, bus or Tram to travel through city area of Munich from the moment
purchase until 6 A.M. the following day.

Once | got to Studentenwerk office, | got the keys of your apartment and mail box there.
They also gave me to do list for new arrival. That helped a lot, so | just followed that list. These
two following topics are somehow the most important.

Residence registeration

Everyone who moves to Munich and plan to stay longer than 3 months has to register
their address within 2 weeks after arrival. There are six residence registration offices in Munich.
They are part of the Department of Public Order (Kreisverwaltungsreferat or KVR) which people

can also renew their visa and get residence permit (Aufenthaltstitel) there. A few things to be



noticed is the office hour vary in different days. You should check the office hour each day before
going there and since there are lots of people at the office, you should go early unless you might

come the other days. | suggest to come 10 minutes before opening time.

Opening bank account

Opening German bank account is important to Non-EU student. Bank system in
Germany is confusing and subjective. | ask many staff for information and they give me different
answers. | open bank account with Postbank, since it took shorter time than Deutsche Bank.
After | opened the account, | sent an email to inform Expatrio that I'd already had German bank
account. And then | waited 3-5 business days to get transferred 720 Euro to my bank account

monthly. And | suggest to open bank account after you registered address.

Enrolling at the university
The method of enroliment depends on the department you want to enroll and it will be
informed on the website: Isf.verwaltung.uni-muenchen.de. After you received ID and password

on enroliment date, you can check through the website.

Life in the city

Most of the student accommodation in Germany is flatshare (WG). That means tenants
have their own bedrooms but they need to share the kitchen or bathroom as well. Normally, the
living costs in Munich is expensive, but exchange students have privilege to get accommodation
from Studentenwerk easier than normal students. So we are provided accommodation with
cheaper price for sure. And with Servicepaket we will receive some supplies such as sleeping

bag, pillow and bed sheet when we move in.



Transportation

Munich has an extensive transportation system. With student card, student can use the
transportation for free in the limite of time on weekday and all time on weekend. But there is a
semester card for students who study in Munich and the area nearby. It costs 197 Euro and can
be used from the month of the day the semester begins until the last day of the month before the
next semester starts. That is to say the ticket can be used for 6 months. The semester ticket
covers all Munich transportation network. We can use underground (U-Bahn), suburban trains

(S-Bahn), trams and buses with the ticket.

Expense

Munich is the most expensive city to live in Germany, however 720 Euro per month is
sufficient. Since the housing rent is not so expensive. | paid 320 Euro monthly for my
accommodation and 97 Euro monthly for health insurance. And the groceries are also not that
expensive. Something is even cheaper than what in Thailand. But cooking skill is needed.
Because the restaurants in Munich are quite expensive. So | mostly cooked myself and that

saved lots of money.

-Part-time job
Since | lived in the most expensive city in Germany, the minimum wage is also high. That's a
good chance to save up money and gain experiences. As | held student visa, | was allowed to
work 120 full days or 240 half days each year. The minimum wage in Munich is 8.5 Euro per hour
after tax deduction. | actually worked 6-10 days per month at Thai restaurant. They welcome
even student who can’t speak German for some task like doing the dishes. I just walked in and
ask if they want to hire a part-time student. The job was from 4 p.m. to approximately midnight

depending on how much guests on that day are. And | got paid 65 Euro per day.



Activity
There are several activities for international students. Activities are mainly organised by The

Munich Erasmus Student Association (MESA e.V.) and Servicepaket.

-The Munich Erasmus Student Association (MESA e.V.)

MESA is an association founded by former Erasmus students. It help all international
students settle in Munich. The students can join activities such as parties, speed friending, trips
and other cultural activities. More information will be updated on the website:
mesa.esn-germany.de/

-Servicepaket

Apart from providing the rooms for students, Servicepaket offers several activities and
trip with special price. | normally received newsletters weekly or | can visit the

website:studentenwerk-muenchen.de to see the activities in the semester.

University Sports Center Munich (ZHS)

ZHS offers considerably low price of sport course. Students need to validate their ZHS ID and
currently semester tag and they can register for course or use sport facilities that the tag covers.
| registered on website:zhs-muenchen.de and waited for payment process after that | went to
Connollystralte 32 to validate the ID and Tag. | can choose the course once the system opened.
There is list of all courses on the website that contains information such as number participants,

level of course and gender of participants.

Before Departure

Apart from Closing bank account and Cancelling health insurance, there are a few

things to bare in mind.



Residence deregisteration

I must notify the Residents’ Registration Office (Einwohnermeldeamt) of my
departure from Munich. The process of deregistration is similar to the process of registration. |

have to get it done within 2 weeks before my departure.

Housing
The Studentenwerk will refund my deposit 2-3 months after my departure. It will have the deposit
transferred to my home bank account within 3-5 months. All | need to do is clean up my room

including bathroom and kitchen area. After that returned the key in the key box at my housing.



